  MAT 1233 Online Intermediate Algebra SP16
Course Syllabus
I. Instructor Information
Instructor’s name: Hun Finley
Office phone number: 601-857-3770
Email address: chfinley@hindscc.edu
Office hours:  Monday through Thursday 2 -3
                       (Other office hours available by appointment)
II. Course Information:

Course name: Online Intermediate Algebra
Number: MAT 1233

Credit hours: 3 

Section number: H11A and H11B
Pre-/co-requisite courses: Mastery of the comprehensive final exam for MAT 0123
Course Description: A course in algebra to include linear equations and their graphs; inequalities and number line graphs; rational expressions; factoring; radicals; exponents; and polynomials.
Course Objectives:  The student will be able to factor polynomials, simplify rational expressions and solve rational equations, graph linear inequalities in two variables, solve a system of equations, simplify radical expressions, and solve radical equations, solve quadratic equations, and work with functions. 
Course transferability:   This course is mathematics placement level-3; check with the four-year college or university you plan to attend as to whether that institution will award credit for Intermediate Algebra.
III. Textbook and Course Materials 
On-line Resources: Homework, quizzes, and tests are web-based on the Pearson MyLabsPlus platform at www.hindscc.mylabsplus.com .  All students enrolled in this course will have access to e​​​–textbooks authored by Elayn Martin-Gay, interactive tutorials, and other resources on the website.  

Textbook:  An optional textbook for this course is available for purchase at Hinds Community College bookstores.  ISBN # 1269878328
Calculator Use Policy:  Students must use the TI-30IIS for assignments and tests.     No other calculator will be permitted for proctored tests.




    
IV. Instructional Methods: 
This online algebra course is taught using interactive multimedia software and an exchange of questions and ideas between the instructor and the student.  Students will accomplish the objectives of this course by reading material on Canvas and in their eBooks, viewing the online videos, and working the assigned homework problems on MyLabsPlus.   Web conferencing on canvas is available for students to discuss homework problems and course material as well as using discussions on Canvas.  Students may communicate with the instructor via email, chat rooms, and/or telephone, and use these methods to ask questions and get additional help on the material.  Students must be highly motivated and self-disciplined to complete all of the assigned practice problems and to practice good study habits.  A math tutor is available in the math lab at several campuses of Hinds Community College for additional help, as well as 24/7 tutoring available online through NetTutor.  Information about math labs on campus is posted in Canvas or available by calling the individual campus.  
Instructions on how to access the live tutor on NetTutor on Canvas
· Log onto Canvas and click NetTutor on the left menu bar.

· Click Live Developmental Math Tutor in the room listing.

· See video on how to save a session and send it to your instructor.

Procedures for completing this course are described in the steps below:

Step 1: Complete Homework Assignments on MyLabsPlus with 80% Accuracy.

· Interactive/multimedia instructional support is built into the MyLabsPlus assignments.

· Additional notes, links for videos, discussion activities, and quizzes will be available on Canvas Modules to assist with understanding the material.

· Instructors will assist during weekly online office hours and via email/phone calls at other times during the week.

· Assignments will be posted on Canvas that are due on Wednesdays and Sundays.
· A score of 80% or higher on an assignment is required before the student is allowed to move on to the next assignment on MyLabsPlus.  Students are allowed to rework similar problems in order to achieve a mastery of 80% on each assignment.
Step 2: Complete the Unit Practice Test.

· The Practice Test is not proctored, and the grade is not used in the final average calculations.  However, it is a great tool for studying for the proctored test.
· Students may complete the Practice Test as many times as needed.
Step 3:  Complete the Proctored Unit Test.

· Students are required to go to an approved proctoring site to complete the Unit 1 Test and Unit 3 Test.  The Unit 2 Test and Unit 4 Test may be completed at home.
· Students must have an average of 70% on the four unit tests to take the final exam.

      Retest Option:

· Students may retake each unit test one (1) time with approval of the instructor.

· Before retesting, students are required to attend a live tutoring session with NetTutor (Live Developmental Math Tutor) or another tutor approved by the instructor to review the problems they missed on the first test.
· Students will have one (1) week after the test due date to meet attend the live tutoring session. Students must then save a copy of the session as a PDF, and then send the PDF file to the teacher who will allow ONE RETAKE of the exam.

· Students are required to schedule a new time with the proctor through SmarterProctoring link on Canvas.  

· The higher test grade will be recorded in the Canvas gradebook and used in the final average.
Step 4:  Pass the Comprehensive Proctored Final Exam
· Students will take a comprehensive final exam at an approved proctoring site.

· A score of 70% on the comprehensive final exam is required to pass the course.  If the student does not score at least 70% on the final exam, the final grade for the course will be an F.  
· NOTE: Attendance is based on completed math-based assignments.  A Course Calendar will be posted online giving specific assignments with due dates.

V. Grading Plan: 
All students will be required to:
1. Complete each of the online homework assignments in MyLabsPlus with a grade of at least 80%. 
2. Score an overall average of at least 70% for the four (4) unit tests given in the course.  

3. Score at least 70% on the Proctored District Comprehensive Final Exit Exam.  
Grade Calculation:

· Unit Tests – 60%  

· Unit 2 Proctored Test and Unit 3 Proctored Test count 20% each

· Unit 1 Unproctored Test and Unit 4 Unproctored Test count 10% each
· Online Assignments  – 20%
· Homework on MyLabsPlus – 15%

· Quizzes – 3%

· Discussions – 2%
· Final Exam (Proctored) – 20%

Grading scale:
A
90 – 100                                                                                                                                                  B
80 – 89

C
70 – 79


F
Below 70 





       

Unit Tests:  The course is divided into 4 units.  Two tests must be proctored and must be taken at an approved proctoring site. In order to take the final exam, you must have an average of at least 70% on all unit tests.

Online Assignments:  Online homework on MyLabsPlus is a requirement for this course.  Each lesson has a graded homework section.  You must score at least 80% on each assignment.  If you do not score 80% on an assignment, you must complete the study plan and retake the assessment before you will be allow to proceed to the next lesson.  In order to take the final exam, you must complete all of the assignments on MyLabsPlus with 80% accuracy.   Discussion questions will be posted on Canvas in which you must post an answer and comment on other students’ responses.  Quizzes will posted throughout the semester to check for understanding.  
Final Examination:  In order to pass this course, you must make at least 70% on the comprehensive final examination.  If you fail the final exam, you will receive a grade of “F” for the course.  You will NOT be able to take the final examination without the required 70% average on the unit tests AND 80% average on the online homework.  There are no exemptions from taking the final exam in this course.  
Make-up work:  Points may be deducted for any work completed after the posted deadline.  Some assignments will not be allowed to be completed after the deadline.  A grade of zero will be given for any assignment incomplete. 
Outline:  Online Beginning Algebra MAT 0123

Unit 1:  Factoring and Equations
Sections 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, and 5.8

Learning Objectives: 

The student will:

Section 5.5:  The Greatest Common Factor and Factoring By Grouping

1. Identify the GCF

2. Factor Out the GCF of a Polynomial’s Terms

3. Factor Polynomials by Grouping

Section 5.6:   Factoring Trinomials

1. Factor Trinomials of the Form 
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2. Factor Trinomials of the Form 
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a. Method 1 – Trial and Check

b. Method 2 - Grouping

Section 5.7 Factoring by Special Products

1. Factor a Perfect Square Trinomial

2. Factor the Difference of Two Squares

3. Factor the Sum or Difference of Two Cubes

Section 5.8 Solving Equations by Factoring and Problem Solving

1. Solve Polynomial Equations by Factoring 

2. Solve Problems That Can Be Modeled by Polynomial Equations
Unit 2:  Rational Expressions
Sections 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, and 6.5

Section 6.1 Rational Functions and Multiplying and Dividing Rational Expressions

1. Find the Domain of a Rational Expression

2. Simplify Rational Expressions

3. Multiply Rational Expressions

4. Divide Rational Expressions

Section 6.2 Adding and Subtracting Rational Expressions

1. Add or Subtract Rational Expressions with a Common Denominator

2. Identify the Least Common Denominator (LCD) of Two or More Rational Expressions

3. Add or Subtract Rational Expressions with Unlike Denominators

Section 6.3 Simplifying Complex Fractions

1. Simplify Complex Fractions by Simplifying the Numerator and Denominator and Then Dividing

2. Simplify Complex Fractions by Multiplying by a Common Denominator

Section 6.5 Solving Equations Containing Rational Expressions

1. Solve Equations Containing Rational Expressions

Unit 3:  Radical Expressions and Quadratic Equations
Sections 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 8.1, and 8.2
Section 7.1 Radicals and Radical Functions

1. Find Square Roots

2. Approximate Roots 

3. Find Cube Roots

4. Find nth Roots

5. Find 
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Where a is a Real Number

Section 7.2 Rational Exponents

1. Understand the Meaning of
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2. Understand the Meaning of
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3. Understand the Meaning of
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4. Use Rules for Exponents to Simplify Expressions That Contain Rational Exponents

5. Use Rational Exponents to Simplify Radical Expressions

Section 7.3 Simplifying Radical Expressions

1. Use the Product Rule for Radicals

2. Use the Quotient Rule for Radicals

3. Simplify Radicals

Section 7.4 Adding, Subtracting, and Multiplying Radical Expressions

1. Add or Subtract Radical Expressions

2. Multiply Radical Expressions

Section 7.5 Rationalizing Denominators of Radical Expressions

1. Rationalize Denominators

2. Rationalize Denominators Having Two Terms
Section 7.6 Radical Equations and Problem Solving

1. Solve Equations That Contain Radical Expressions

Section 8.1 Solving Quadratic Equations with Real Solutions

1. Use the Square Root Property to Solve Quadratic Equations

2. Solve applications using the Pythagorean Theorem (Section 7.6)
Section 8.2 Solving Quadratic Equations by the Quadratic Formula

1. Solve Quadratic Equations by Using the Quadratic Formula
2. Solve Equations That Contain Radical Expressions

Unit 4:  Graphing, Inequalities, Functions, and Systems of Equations 
Sections 2.5, 3.2, 3.4, 3.7, 4.1, and 4.3

Section 2.5

1. Solve and graph compound inequalities 
Section 3.2 Introduction to Functions

1. Define Relation, Domain, and Range

2. Identify Functions

3. Use the Vertical Line Test For Functions

4. Use Function Notation
5. Determine the domain and range of various types of functions (linear, quadratic, rational and radical)

Section 3.4 Determine if Lines are Parallel or Perpendicular


1.  Determine if two lines are parallel, perpendicular or neither given two equations.

Section 3.7 Graph Linear Inequalities in Two Variables

1.  Graph Linear Inequalities

Section 4.1 Solving Systems of Linear Equations in Two Variables

1. Determine Whether an Ordered Pair is a Solution of a System of Two Linear Equations

2. Solve a System by Graphing, Substitution, and Elimination

Section 4.3 System of Equations and Problem Solving

1.  Solve problems that can be modeled by a system of two linear equations

VII. Exams:  

Testing procedures:  You must go to a proctored site three times during the semester to take the Unit 1 Test, Unit 3 Test, and Final Exam.  Students may have to go more than 3 times if they choose to retest.  Unit 2 and Unit 4 tests may be taken at home.  Students may use the TI-30IIS calculator for assignments and tests. No other calculator will be permitted for proctored tests.  Cell phone calculators are NOT allowed.  To schedule a time with a proctor to take your tests, go to the SmarterProctoring link on Canvas.  IF YOU LIVE MORE THAN 60 MILES FROM CAMPUS, CONTACT YOUR INSTRUCTOR FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO FIND A PROCTORING TEST SITE.

Date, time, location of final exam: The comprehensive final exam must be completed at a proctored location by Wednesday, March 9th.
VIII. Attendance Policy:  
1. Attendance will be recorded weekly.  As you complete lessons and homework on MyLabsPlus and Canvas, the date and time are recorded in my online grade book. 

2. In order to be counted PRESENT for the week, the student must COMPLETE at least one of the required assignments on MyLabsPlus as indicated by the Course Calendar.  To “complete” an assignment, a student must achieve a score of at least 80%.  If no assignments are completed that are due that week, the student will be counted absent.  On weeks that a test is scheduled, students MUST complete the test to be counted present.    

3. Students will receive a notice of absence via email at the time they have two (2) absences during Fall/Spring semesters and one (1) absence during Summer semester.  Students must contact the instructor immediately upon receiving the notice of absences AND resume course work.  Students will be dropped from the course with a grade of F due to excessive absences upon receiving THREE absences for fall/spring and TWO absences for summer. 

IX. Plagiarism academic dishonesty:  

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic conduct.  Cheating on any examination, quiz, work to be completed in class, assigned work to be completed outside class; cheating on final examinations; theft or attempted theft of examination questions or possession of examination questions prior to the time for examination period shall be offenses subject to penalties.  See the current Hinds Community College Student Handbook for a detailed explanation of consequences.
Excerpt from Student Handbook: Cheating on any examination, quiz, work to be completed in class, assigned work to be completed outside class; cheating on term papers; cheating on final examinations; plagiarism on any assignment; theft or attempted theft of examination questions or possession of examination questions prior to the time for examination period shall be offenses subject to the following penalties. The penalty for commission of any offense set out above is failure in the course and possible dismissal or suspension from the College. In any case where the instructor believes that an offense has been committed, the following procedures will be observed: the instructor will immediately inform the student, the department chairperson, the Academic Dean or Career-Technical Dean or Dean of Distance Learning and the Dean of Students or appropriate dean that the offense is believed to have been committed and the grade penalty has been imposed. If further action is deemed necessary, the Dean of Students/appropriate dean, upon notification by the department chairperson, will request the Disciplinary Committee to conduct a hearing in the matter and to make recommendations to the Vice President. In any case in which a student has been accused, the student may appeal to the Local Student Affairs Committee. 
X. ADA Statement/Non-discrimination statement:
Official Hinds CC Notice of Non-discrimination Statement:

Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, disability, or veteran status in its programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson, Vice President, Utica Campus, 34175 Hwy. 18, Utica, MS 39175; 601.885.7001.  

Official Hinds CC Disability Support Services Statement:

Hinds Community College provides reasonable and appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities. Disability Services staff members verify eligibility for accommodations and work with eligible students who have self-identified and provided current documentation. Students with disabilities should schedule an appointment with the designated Disability Services staff member on their respective campuses to establish a plan for reasonable, appropriate classroom accommodations.  Students on the Vicksburg/Warren Campus should register in the Counseling Office in the Banks Building.  For a complete list of contacts for each Hinds campus, visit http://www.hindscc.edu/compliance/Default.aspx.

Statement on Harassment:

Harassment, including sexual harassment by employees, students, and visitors is prohibited by both state and federal law.  Sexual harassment is a form of unlawful discrimination.  It is any unwelcome verbal, visual, or physical behavior of a sexual nature to include sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and inappropriate or vulgar language or physical conduct of a sexual nature.  Males and females may be the victim or the initiator of sexual harassment.  The victim does not have to be of the opposite sex. It is important that students report this type of activity to a college official.  This may be Campus Police, Dean of Students, campus dean, vice-president, Housing Office or your instructor. Listed below are the phone numbers to be used to report harassment:

XI. Emergency Procedures:  
In case of fire, evacuate the building through the nearest clear exit.  In case of severe weather warnings, stay away from windows and glass doorways.  Remain near the interior walls of the building and cover your head. Notify your instructor immediately anytime you feel that your safety or the safety of the class is in jeopardy.
XII. Video Surveillance

 

Hinds Community College utilizes Video Surveillance Cameras in order to enhance security and personal safety on its campuses. It has been determined that use of this equipment may prevent losses and aid in the law enforcement activities of the Hinds Campus Police. To ensure the protection of individual privacy rights in accordance with the law, a formal Policy on the Use and Installation of Video Surveillance Equipment has been written to standardize procedures for the installation of this type of equipment and the handling, viewing, retention, and destruction of recorded media. Under no circumstances shall the contents of any captured audio or video recordings be exploited for purposes of profit or commercial publication, nor shall recordings be publicly distributed except as may be required by law.
XIII. Technical Support:
Local technical support for Canvas is available through the Distance Learning Center at your local community college.  You are encouraged to contact your instructor immediately if you have difficulties accessing any course material, external links, or any related web sites.  If you have problems using the Course Compass software, please contact The MyMathLab Support Center for Students by calling 1-888-677-6337 or by logging onto their website at www.hindscc.mylabsplus.com .  Technical problems do not excuse you from completing assignments.  If you are unable to use your personal computer to complete the required assignments by the deadline, you are required to go to a computer lab on campus to complete the assignments.
XIV. Additional Information:

· The instructor is not responsible for your computer problems while taking an online test or assignment.  Make sure you are using a dependable computer with the minimum hardware and software requirements.

· The instructor reserves the right to change the course schedule and course material in the interest of providing the best educational presentation.

· All policy and procedures set forth by the Hinds Community College Student Handbook will be followed.  See the online version available at www.Hindscc.edu. 
Student Learning Outcomes: 


Upon completion of Intermediate Algebra the student will be able to:





Factor polynomial expressions and solve equations by factoring. 


Simplify, add, subtract, multiply and divide rational expressions; simplify complex fractions; and solve rational equations.


Graph linear inequalities in two variables; solve a system of equations using various methods; and identifying lines as being parallel, perpendicular or neither.


Evaluate and simplify radical expressions; use rational numbers as exponents; perform arithmetic operations with radical expressions; solve radical equations; and simplify square roots of negative numbers.


Solve quadratic equations by factoring , using the square root property and the quadratic formula; identify functions; and determine the domain and range of various types of functions.














General Education Key Competencies:  Intermediate Algebra supports the development of the institutional competencies in Critical Thinking/Problem Solving.   Upon completion of this course students will demonstrate competence in this area:











Competence in critical thinking/problem solving is the intellectual ability to skillfully conceptualize, apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information. Developing this competency includes acquiring the skills necessary to comprehend concepts, examine arguments, reason effectively, and present a conclusion or a solution to a problem. 
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